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In the Claims: 

Please amend the claims without prejudice or disclaimer to read as follows: 



Claim 1 (currently amended). A method of performing communication intercepts in a 
commtmications system comprising at least one satellite communications node and a 
plurality of subscriber units, the method comprising: 

maintaining a database of subscriber unit identifiers and lurisdictional infomiation 
associated with each of the plurality of subscriber units: 

selecting one of the plurality of subscriber units as a target subscriber unit; 

identifying the at least one satellite communications node associated with the 
f inisdictional information associated with the target subscriber unit: 

transmitting an intercept order comprising the identifier for the target subscriber imit 
to the identified at least one satellite communications node providing service to the target 
subscriber imit: and 

receiving an intercepted i ntcroopting a conmiunicalion with the target subscriber iinit 
when it rQachoa from the at least one satellite communications node. 



Claim 2 (currently amended). The method recited in claim 1 wherein the communications 
system finther comprises a network management facilit y^ th e m e thod furth e r comprising: 
tbo POtworic management facility transmitting on - int e rc e pt order to th e at leogt - oa e 
satellite communioationj nodo . 

Claim 3 (original). The method recited in claim 2 wherein the at least one communications 
node comprises a memory, the method fiirther comprising: 

the at least one satellite communications node storing the intercept order into an 
intercept table in the memory. 



Claim 4 (currently amended). The method recited in claim 3 wherein in the selecting 
operation more than one of the plurality of subscriber units is selected as a target subscriber 
imit, wherein the selecting operation is performed by at least one intercept requestor having 
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an intercept requestor ID, and wherein the intercept table comprises a list of all target 
subscriber units within the c^mmTiniGations syst e m footprint of the at least one satellite 
comTnum'c atiODS node . each target subscriber unit having associated therewith at least one 
intercept requestor ID. 

Claitn 5 (currently amended). The method recited in claim 2 wherein the identifier 
int e rcept ord e r comprises a an encrypted subscriber tmit ID corresponding to the target 
subscriber unit 

Claim 6 (original). The method recited in claim 5 and further comprising: 

the at least one satellite communications node determining whether a received 
cotnxnunication comprises the subscriber unit ID for the target subscriber xmit; 



intercepting the communication when said at least one satellite communications 
node determines said communication comprises said subscriber unit ID; and 

transmitting without intercepting the communication when said at least one satellite 
communications node determines said communication does not comprise said subscriber 
unit ID. 

Claim 7 (original). The method recited in claim 6 wherein the communications system 
further comprises a network intercept facility, and wherein the intercept order comprises a 
network intercept facility ID identifying the network intercept facility, the method further 
comprising: 

if the at least one satellite communications node intercepts the communication, 
transmitting the communication to the network intercept facility. 

Claim 8 (original). The method recited in claim 2 wherein the communications system 
further comprises a network intercept fecility, and wherein the intercept order comprises a 
network intercept facility ID identifying the network intercept facility, the method further 
comprising: 



PAGE 4110 * RCVD AT 4/16/2004 2:38:47 PM [Eastern Daylighl Timep SVR:^^^^ 




3 



Apr. 16. 2004 10:41AM IfJGRASSIA FISHER & LORENZ PC 



No. 114? P. 5 



the at least one satellite communications node transmitting the commimication to the 
network intercept facility. 

Claim 9 (original). The method recited in claim 8 wherein the intercept order identifies an 
intercept requestor, the method further comprising: 

the network intercept facility addressing a transmission of the intercepted 
communication to the intercept requestor 

Claim 1 0 (original). Jht method recited in claim 8 wherein the intercept order 
identifies an intercept requestor, the method further cotnprising: 

the network intercept facility providing a transmission of the intercepted 
communication to the intercept requestor. 



Claim 1 1 (currently amended). A satellite communications node for use in a 
communications system having a plurality of communications nodes, the satellite 
communications node comprising: 

a transceiver to receive communications j5"om one communications node and to 
transmit communications to another communications node; 

a data processing system, including a processing element and a memory, to execute 
at least one computer program performing intercepts in the communications system, the at 
least one computer program when executed comprising the operations of: 

storing receiving an intercept order fix>m a network intercept facilitv. the intercept 
order_compri$ing a target communications node ID in tho momor>'^ assigned bv a network 
operations facility : 

decrypting the intercept order to thereby verify the network intercept facility: 

separately decrypting the target communications node ID to thereby verify the 

network operations facility^ 

evaluating a commnnication received by the transceiver to determine whether it 
comprises the target communications node ID; 

if so, intercepting the communication; and 
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if not, controlling the transceiver to transmit the communication without intercepting 



it. 



Claim 12 (original). The satellite communications node recited in claim 1 1 wherein 
the intercept order is stored in an intercept table in the memory. 



Claim 13 (original). 



The satellite communications node is recited in claim 1 1 wherein 



the intercept order further comprises a start time when evaluating is to start, and wherein 
evaluating starts at the start time. 



the intercept order further comprises a stop time when evaluating is to stop, and herein 
evaluatir^ stops at the stop time. 



least one computer program when executed comprises the additional operations of: 
if the communication is intercepted, generating a communication clone; and 
controlling the transceiver to transmit the communication clone to another of the 

communications nodes. 

Claim 16 (currently amended). The satellite communications node recited in claim 1 5 
wherein the intercept order further comprises an ID corresponding to a-the network intercept 
facility to which a communication clone is to be transmitted, and wherein the transceiver is 
controlled to transmit the communication clone to the network intercept facility. 

Claim 1 7 (original). The satellite communications node recited in claim 1 6 wherein 
the intercept order further comprises a start time when evaluating is to start, wherein 
evaluating starts at the start time, and wherein the start time has a different granularity than a 
start time stored at the network intercept facility corresponding to the intercept order. 
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The satellite communications node is recited in claim 1 1 wherein 



Claim 15 (original). 



The satellite communications node recited m claim 1 1 wherein at 
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Claim 18 (cmrentJy amejided). The satellite communications node recited in claim 16 
wherein the intercept order further comprises a step start time when evaluating is to start, 
wherein evaluating starts at the start time, and wherein the start time has a different 
granularity than a stop time stored at the network intercept facility corresponding to the 
intercept order, 

Qaim 19 (original). The satellite communications node recited in claim 1 5 wherein 
the intercept order further comprises an ID corresponding to an intercept requestor to which 
a communication clone is to be transmitted, and wherein the transceiver is controlled to 
transmit the communication clone to the intercept requestor. 

Claim 20 (currently amended). A communications facility for use in a communications 
system comprising a plurality of communications nodes, including a plrtralitv of subscriber 
nodes and a t least one satellite communications node in which communications are 
intercepted, the communications facility comprising: 

a transceiver to receive communications from one communications node and to 
transmit communications to another communications node; 

a data processing system, including a processing element and a memory, the 
processing element executing at least one computer program stored in the memory, the at 
least one computer program when executed comprising the operations of: 

receiving an encrypted identifier for a target node of the plurality of subscriber nodes 
from a database associated with a network operations facility responsible for a jurisdiction 
served by the communications system in which the target node is located: 

forming an intercept order comprising the encrypted identifier, wherein the intercept 

order is encrypted with a key that identifies the communications ^cilitv: and 

gen e rating an transmitting the intercept order to the at least one satellite 
communications nod e providing service to the jurisdiction in which the target node is 
located . 

Claims 21-24 (cancelled). 
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